Home Study Process Terms
· Application Form

· Criminal Record Check – How much time has expired since offence until now; How was charge dealt with; Very important form – financial responsibility of applicant (fully reimbursable by Agency); Request of renewal every 3 – 5 years depending on previous record

· Child Abuse Record Check – Inter-Office ACI Check; Have your children ever been apprehended?

· Physician’s Report – Completed as soon as possible, financial responsibility of applicant (fully reimbursable by Agency)

· Reference Letters – Three (3) References Requested; telephone or personal interviews, one relative, one other and any concerns will be addressed

· Oath of Confidentiality

· Caregiver Agreement 

· Self-Assessment Form – PSI/Alternate or Extended Family Assessment home assessment 
· Maintenance Rates

· Home Safety Check List – Safe storage of medications, dangerous, flammable and hazardous materials.

· Fire Safety Plan – Fire Safety Procedures and Fire Escape Plans.  Fire extinguishers, working smoke detectors
· Genogram - Family relationships – three (3) generational for applicants 
· Eco-Map – Community support network
· PRIDE Pre-Service Training – Both spouses must be trained (online training is available or group if enough participants.  
· Annual Reviews – home visit 
· Investigations – Investigation of home if need arises 

Do Not Apply If:

· You are not comfortable with issues discussed

· You have been recently charged with a sexual, violent assault, robbery offence

· You are in disagreement with the Agency’s philosophy on children in care and are not willing to work with Agency

· You are not ready to commit yourself to this type of service

· You are not prepared to take on additional parenting responsibilities.  Remember you have taken on a commitment to act in the capacity as a parent
· You are interested only in the money

These children are in need; we do not place them for any reason.  There is a reason why this child is in your home.  Talk to your FSW; find out why the child is there and when the child will be returned.

Range of Acceptance:

· Male/Female

· Age

· Short Term

· Long Term

· Emergency Placement

Jurisdiction:

· On Reserve Only

· Little Pine, Poundmaker, Lucky Man First Nations

· In-town – permission required from Ministry of Social Services (MSS)

· Other Locations – Extended family living away from community; foster family moves

· Request the MSS within the jurisdiction to grant us permission to do Home Assessment
Home Study Process

Home Study Interview Guide
First Interview

(Home Visit with couple and children for personal history)

· 2-Genogram

· 3-Eco-Map

· 1-House:  Surroundings/description

· 1-Safety Check Review:  Ensure any issues can be addressed priory proceeding further in home study, space and safety

· 1-Range of Acceptance:  Needs of child they feel able to address, heritage/cultural issues

· 1-Strengths:  Fostering, personality, attitudes, experiences

· 1-Motivation to Foster

· 1-Review References:  Preferred references sent out after first meeting

· 2-Several Expectations:  Of their own children and fostering

· Provide Copy of Foster Home Agreement

Second Interview

(Home Visit with couple)

· 2-Relationships:  With each other, with children, current marriage/relationship dynamics (strengths, weaknesses, problem solving, primary decision maker)

· 3-Handling of losses in the past, their personal loss process 

· 3-Child discipline methods and attitudes

· 2-Fun family activities

· 2-Family values and rules

· 2-Religious beliefs

· 2-Alcohol/drug values

· 1-Discuss criminal record (if applicable)

And child abuse history

Third/Fourth Interviews

(Individually with each spouse)

· Personality (strengths and weaknesses)

· values
· Roles in the Family 

· Education/Occupational Background

· Past Experiences:  of abuse/neglect and how dealt with

· Health Issues

· Difficult Relationships

Fifth Interview

(Home Visit with Children of Applicants)

· Their perspective of Parents Fostering

· Discuss how a new child would fit into their family  

· What they would like to know about the incoming child?

· What would they like to show and not want to share?


· Interview:  home visit (couple maybe included in the fifth interview)
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How long do children usually stay in care?

The majority of children remain in care for brief periods of time before returning to their immediate family, extended family or cultural community.  Over 80% of children leave care within one year of entering.  The majority of these children leave care within the first six (6) months.  

Only a small number of children become permanent or long-term wards during a year and an equally small number of wards leave care.  Adoption or re-unification with family is not possible for most of these children.  

Therefore many remain in care until they reach the age of majority and can be helped to establish themselves in independent living arrangements.
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